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SCOPE AND CONTENT

There have been three Banks of Tennessee. The first Ban was chartered on November
20, 1811 (Chapter 79, 1811, Acts of Tennessee). The principle bank was located in
Knoxville, with branches in Clarksville, Columbia and Jonesborough. Judge Hugh
Lawson White was the first president, serving from 1811 to 1827, and Luke Lea served
as cashier. By 1821 branches had been established in Carthage, Franklin and Nashville.
The first Bank was not controlled by the state, and in 1841 when its charter ended the
bank was closed. No record of how the bank finished its business is known to exist.

The second Bank of Tennessee was chartered in Chapter 7 of the 1820 Acts, and was
state owned and controlled. Its principle bank was in Nashville and a branch bank was
located in Knoxville. One means of providing capitol for the new institution was
established in the 1826 Acts, Chapter 39, wherein money from land sales in the Hiwassee
District and the land south of the French Broad and Holston Rivers went to a common
school fund. Money was then loaned out from this fund. The 1831 Acts, Resolution 17,
directed the “old” bank to pay the “new” bank $20,000.00, which had been deposited in
the “old” bank, by the state. The second bank was abolished by Chapter 1 of the 1832
Acts, leaving a large debt.

The third Bank of Tennessee was established by Chapter 107 of the 1838 Acts, with
branches in Athens, Clarksville, Columbia, Memphis, Rogersville, Shelbyville,
Somersville, Sparta, and Trenton in 1839. This bank as it predecessor, operated at a
deficit. In February 1862 the bank relocated in Chattanooga due to the advance of the
Federal Army. In 1863 the records and capital were moved to Griffin, Georgia, and later
in the war to Greensboro, South Carolina, and Augusta, Georgia. The records and capital
were seized by the Federal Army in 1865, and turned over to the Governor and state
officers. The bank was abolished in 1869.

The records consist of performance bonds, schedules of bonds, statements of
condition, court cases, a letter concerning the removal of records from wartime Nashville,
bills, bonds, notes issued and redeemed, material relative to the sinking fund, board
minutes, names of boards of directors, material on the common school fund, check
ledgers, discount credit books, cash books, daily ledger, a daily journal, two letter books,
an exhibit from a law suit, and certificates and registers of warrants. Due to poor
penmanship and time some of the names on these documents are illegible and are not
indexed.

In addition to the state banks, this record group also contains some material on the
following banks: Agricultural Bank of Tennessee, Bank of America, Bank of Athens,
Bank of Chattanooga, Bank of Claiborne, Bank of Commerce, Bank of Dandridge, Bank
of East Tennessee, Bank of Nashville, Bank of Paris, Bank of West Tennessee, Farmers
Bank of Tennessee, First National Bank of Chattanooga, First National Bank of
Nashville, Fourth National Bank of Nashville, Bank of Jefferson, Bank of Knoxville,
Bank of Memphis, Bank of Middle Tennessee, Ocoee Bank, People’s Bank, Planters
Bank of Tennessee, River Bank, Tennessee National Bank at Memphis, Union & Planters



Bank, Union Bank of Tennessee, Union Bank of the State of Tennessee, Buchs Bank,
Citizens Bank, City Bank, Commercial Bank of Tennessee, Exchange Bank of
Tennessee, Farmers & Merchants Bank of Memphis, Memphis City Bank, Merchants
Bank, Nashville Bank, Northern Bank of Tennessee, Southern Bank of Tennessee,
Southwest R.R. Bank of Charleston, Tennessee Savings Institution, Traders Bank,
Yeatman Woods & Co. Bank.

Of particular interest is the correspondence relating to the dividends and interest
earned on Bank stock owned by the Common School Fund, and of the money secured by
it through the sale of land in the Ocoee District.

Series Eight (8), the Recommendations for Bank Directors and Locations is very
informative in regard to the economic situation in the several communities involved.
Each competing community listed its manufacturers and produce, and described its
trading and business interests in an attempt to win a branch office. For this reason these
files are of value for local and economic historical research.
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1 Agricultural Bank of Tennessee 1855, Brownsville 1856
2 Bank of America Clarksville 1856

3 Bank of Commerce Nashville 1860

4 Bank of East Tennessee Knoxville 1850

5 Bank of Tennessee Athens 1838

6 Bank of Tennessee Athens 1839

7 Bank of Tennessee Athens 1840

8 Bank of Tennessee Athens 1841

9 Bank of Tennessee Athens 1842

10 Bank of Tennessee Athens 1843

11 Bank of Tennessee Athens 1850-1854
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Sparta 1840

Sparta 1841
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Sparta 1850, 1852, 1856
Sparta, 1857-1860
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Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
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Bank of Tennessee
Bank of West Tennessee

Farmers Bank of Tennessee
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Union Bank of Tennessee
Union Bank of Tennessee
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Trenton 1858-1860, 1862, 1864

1855, 1860
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Jackson 1843
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Union Bank of the State of Tennessee

Union Bank of the State of Tennessee
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Bank of America
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Bank of Chattanooga

Bank of Chattanooga

Bank of Claiborne

Bank of Dandridge

Bank of Dandridge

Bank of Jefferson
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1834-1835, & undated
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Bank of Knoxville

Bank of Knoxville

Bank of Knoxville

Bank of Knoxville

Bank of Memphis

Bank of Memphis

Bank of Memphis

Bank of Middle Tennessee
Bank of Middle Tennessee
Bank of Middle Tennessee
Bank of Middle Tennessee
Bank of Nashville

Bank of Nashville

Bank of Paris

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee

1854

1857

1858

1859

1857

1858

1859

1857

1858

1859

1860

1854

1857

1857

Athens 1839
Athens 1843
Athens 1847
Athens 1848
Athens 1849
Athens 1850
Athens 1851
Athens 1852
Athens 1853
Athens 1855
Clarksville 1839
Clarksville 1840
Clarksville 1843
Clarksville 1847
Clarksville 1848
Clarksville 1850
Clarksville 1851
Clarksville 1852
Clarksville 1853
Clarksville 1854
Clarksville 1855

Columbia 1839
Columbia 1841
Columbia 1843
Columbia 1852
Columbia 1853
Lawrenceburg 1856
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Rogersville 1856
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Rogersville 1858
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Rogersville 1862

and letter concerning statement & war preparations.
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13 Bank of Tennessee
14 Bank of Tennessee
15 Bank of Tennessee
16 Bank of Tennessee
17 Bank of Tennessee
18 Bank of Tennessee
19 Bank of Tennessee
20 Bank of Tennessee
21 Bank of Tennessee
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31 Bank of Tennessee
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Shelbyville 1852
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Shelbyville 1854
Shelbyville 1857
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Shelbyville 1858
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Somerville 1839
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41 Bank of Tennessee
42 Bank of Tennessee
43 Bank of Tennessee
44 Bank of Tennessee
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Somerville 1843
Somerville 1847
Somerville 1848
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Somerville 1851
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Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee

Checks & material included with statement of condition.
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Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee

Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee
Bank of Tennessee

Somerville 1854
Somerville 1856
Somerville 1857
Somerville 1858
Somerville 1859
Somerville 1860
Somerville 1861
Somerville 1861

Somerville 1862
Sparta 1843
Sparta 1851
Sparta 1853
Sparta 1854
Sparta 1855
Trenton 1839
Trenton 1843
Trenton 1847
Trenton 1848
Trenton 1849
Trenton 1850
Trenton 1851
Trenton 1854
Trenton 1857
Trenton 1860
Trenton 1861

Statements of Condition of Main Offices & Branches

1839
1839
1841
1842
1844
1847
1848
1849
1852
1853
1858
1859
1860



Bank of the United States Accounts with
Bank of Tennessee

Bank of the Union

Bank of the Union

Bank of the Union

Bank of the Union

Bank of the Union

Bank of West Tennessee

Bank of West Tennessee

Buchs Bank

Buchs Bank

Buchs Bank

Buchs Bank

Citizens Bank

City Bank

City Bank

City Bank

City Bank

Commercial Bank of Tennessee

Commercial Bank of Tennessee

Commercial Bank of Tennessee

Commercial Bank of Tennessee

Dandridge Bank

Dandridge Bank

Dandridge Bank

Exchange Bank of Tennessee

Exchange Bank of Tennessee

Farmers & Merchants Bank of Memphis

Farmers & Merchants Bank of Memphis

Farmers Bank of Tennessee

Farmers Bank of Tennessee

Franklin Branch Bank

Memphis City Bank

Merchants Bank

Merchants Bank

Merchants Bank

Nashville Bank & Branches & 1819
Winchester Branch Report

Northern Bank of Tennessee

Northern Bank of Tennessee

Northern Bank of Tennessee

Northern Bank of Tennessee

1839

1857

1858

1860

1866

1867

1858

1860

1857

1858

1859

1860
Memphis 1858
Nashville 1857
Nashville 1858
Nashville 1859
Nashville 1860
1857

1858

1859

1860

1855

1858

1859

1854

1857

1839

1841

1855 & 1857
1858

1821

1894

1857

1858

1859

1818-1834
1857
1858
1859
1860



Northern Bank of Tennessee
Northern Bank of Tennessee
Northern Bank of Tennessee
Northern Bank of Tennessee
Ocoee Bank

Ocoee Bank

Ocoee Bank

Ocoee Bank

Planters Bank

Planters Bank

Planters Bank

Planters Bank

Planters Bank of Tennessee
Planters Bank of Tennessee
Planters Bank of Tennessee
Planters Bank of Tennessee
Planters Bank of Tennessee
Planters Bank of Tennessee
River Bank

River Bank of Tennessee
Southern Bank of Tennessee
Southwest R.R. Bank of Charleston
Tennessee Savings Institute
Traders Bank

Traders Bank

Union Bank

Union Bank

Union Bank of Tennessee
Monthly Bank Return

Union Bank

1866
1867
1868
1869
1857
1858
1859
1860
1856
1857
1860
1861
1837
1838
1839
1841
1858
1859
Memphis 1857
1858
1858
Knoxville Branch 1840-1841
1867
1856
1857

Knoxville
Jackson
Jackson 1838

Jackson 1844

State of TN in account with statement of condition.

Union Bank of Tennessee
Union Bank of Tennessee
Union Bank of Tennessee
Union Bank of Tennessee
Union Bank of Tennessee
Union Bank of Tennessee
Union Bank of Tennessee
Union Bank of Tennessee
Union Bank of Tennessee
Union Bank of Tennessee

Jackson 1844
1837
1838
1839
1841
1843
1847
1849
1858
1859



15 Union Bank of Tennessee 1860

16 Union Bank of Tennessee 1863

17 Yeatman Woods & Co. Bank 1826

18 Planters Bank Athens 1839
Statement of Liabilities

Volumes

1 Bank of Tennessee--1851-1855 State of the Bank

Microfilm Roll #3

2 Bank of Tennessee--1865-1860 State of the Bank

3 Bank of Tennessee & Branches--1865-1875 State of the Bank

Microfilm Roll #5

9 Branch Bank of Somerville--1859-1862 State of the Bank

10 Branch Bank of Sparta--1858-1862 State of the Bank

12 Bank of Tennessee--General Ledger Several Banks

Microfilm Roll #6

13 Bank of Tennessee--1860-1869 Daily Ledger

14 Bank of Tennessee--1861-1864 Daily Ledger

Microfilm Roll #’s 6, 7,8,9, 10,11, 12

15-26 Bank of Tennessee--Volumes Missing

27 Bank of Tennessee--Bank of Gallatin-1822-1824 Account Book

28 Bank of Tennessee--Bank of Tennessee-1858-1863 Cash Journal

Microfilm Roll #2

Box 8

19 Court Case--Banks vs. H.R.W. Hill 1841
--James M. Brewer vs. Bank 1945
--Mark Lowery and J. Lincoln vs. Bank 1849

20 Court Case--State vs. James M. Nicholson 1859

Inquiry--State vs. Samuel Watson 1872

Microfilm Roll #7

Volume 17
Bank of Tennessee--1847 Exhibit in law suit



Microfilm Roll #2

Box 8
21 Letters concerning Wartime Removal of Records
Bank of Tennessee 1862
State Bonds Turned over to Railroads
Bank of Augusta, Georgia to Bank at Nashville 1913
Letter concerning the hiring of an employee 1847
Volumes
Microfilm Roll #6
15 Bank of Tennessee--1839-1841 Letter Book Two
16 Bank of Tennessee--1841-1844 Letter Book Three
Microfilm Roll #7
16a Bank of Tennessee--1849-1850 Letter Book Four
Microfilm Roll #2
Box 8
Bonds Purchased
22 Sinking Funds 1858
23 Notes Collected 1838-1839
24 Notes Discounted
25 Notes, Protested Notes 1861, 1862, 1865,
1829, 1859
Comptroller Orders Bond Coupon Deliveries
26 Bank of Tennessee 1858-1860
Promissory Notes
27 Bank of Tennessee 1860-1862
Nashville Bank 1826
28 Suspended Debts 1851
29 Revenue Collection 1858
30 Sample Checks
Rates Charged on Bills of Exchange
31 Planters Bank 1837-1839
Notes & Bills Paid and In Suit
32 Shelbyville Bank 1862-1863
Unpaid Bills of Note
33 Union Bank, Nashville
33a Resolution regarding a branch bank undated
Volumes

Microfilm Roll #3

6

Branch Bank at Memphis--1858-1861 General Ledger Checks



Microfilm Roll #4

7 Branch Bank at Memphis--1858-1860 Discount Credit Bank
8 Branch Bank at Rogersville--1851-1855 Daily Cash Book
Microfilm Roll #8

18 Bank of Tennessee--1859-1861 Notes Issued

19 Bank of Tennessee--1861 Notes Issued. Several Banks

Microfilm Roll #9

20 Bank of Tennessee--1883 Notes (Redemptions)
21 Bank of Tennessee--1883-1884 Notes (Redemptions)
Microfilm Roll #10
22 Bank of Tennessee--1884 Notes (Redemptions)
23 Bank of Tennessee-1884-1885 Notes (Redemptions)
Microfilm Roll #11
24 Bank of Tennessee--1885 Notes (Redemptions)
25 Bank of Tennessee--1885-1886 Notes (Redemptions)
Microfilm Roll #12
26 Bank of Tennessee--1884-1893 Certificates & Register of Warrants
Microfilm Roll #8
Box 8
Minutes of Board of Directors
34 Bank of Tennessee Athens, Sept. 1842
35 Bank of Tennessee Dec. 1845
Orders to Pay Bills
36 Board of Trustees 1847-1848
Names of Board of Directors
37 Union Bank Columbia (undated)
Schedule of Officers Bonds
38 Union Bank of Tennessee Columbia 1833-1860
39 Union Bank of the State of Tennessee Chattanooga 1850-1860
40 Bank Directors Recommendations 1838
41 Bank Directors & Locations Bolivar 1838
42 Bank Directors & Locations Brownsville 1838
43 Bank Directors & Locations Carthage 1838
44 Bank Directors & Locations Dover 1838

45 Bank Directors & Locations Dresden



Box 9
1 Bank Directors & Locations Fayetteville
2 Bank Directors & Locations Franklin
3 Bank Directors & Locations Gallatin
4 Bank Directors & Locations Huntingdon
5 Bank Directors & Locations Jackson
6 Bank Directors & Locations Lebanon
7 Bank Directors & Locations McMinnville
8 Bank Directors & Locations Memphis
9 Bank Directors & Locations Mt. Pleasant
10 Bank Directors & Locations Murfreesboro
11 Bank Directors & Locations Paris
12 Bank Directors & Locations Randolph
13 Bank Directors & Locations Shelbyville
14 Bank Directors & Locations Somerville
15 Bank Directors & Locations Sparta
16 Bank Directors & Locations Trenton
Volumes
Microfilm Roll #3
4 Branch Bank of East Tennessee at Knoxville--1844-1858 Minute Book
5 Branch Bank at Memphis--1858-1862 Minute Book
Microfilm Roll #5
11 Branch Bank at Trenton--1858-1862
Microfilm Roll #12
28 List of Stockholders on the Planter’s Bank, 1833
Microfilm Roll #2
Box 9
17 Correspondence--Common School Fund 1833, 1838-39, 1861
18-19 Reports--Common School Fund 1825, 1839, 1848
1842, 1845-1846
20 Ocoee District Lands, Deposit of Money
Common School Fund 1838-1840
21 School Bonds, School Landsales 1847-1862
22 Correspondence-Repudiation 1860
Box 10
1 Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee 1845
2 Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee 1846

3 Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee 1847



Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee
Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee
Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee
Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee

Cancelled Checks on the Union Bank of Tenn.
Cancelled Checks on the Union Bank of Tenn.

Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee
Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee
Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee
Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee
Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee
Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee
Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee
Cancelled Checks on the Bank of Tennessee
et al for the Capitol construction

1848
1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
1854
1855
1854
1858
1859
1860
1861

1851-1854



NAME INDEX

Abbott, O.; 7-53

Abbott, S.M; 3-8

Abbott, Samuel; 3-9

Adams, David; 3-6

Adams, George Crockett; 3-60
Adams, James; 3-60

Adams, Thomas P.; 3-46

Adams, W.S.; 3-60

Agricultural Bank of Tennessee at Brownsville; 1-1; 4-13
AKkin, James; 1-29

Alderson, Laswell J.; 3-28, 29
Alexander, D.; 2-11

Alexander, E.; 1-4; 3-62; 4-5, 6, 7, 8, 10
Alexander, Ebenezer C.; 1-29, 30
Alexander, James; 2-1

Allcorn, John; 1-21

Allen, M.; 3-55

Allen, Reason; 3-7

Allen, Thomas H.; 3-60, 61
Allen, William H.; 2-31
Allensworth, A.J.; 1-21

Alley, AR.; 1-28

Allison, Alexander; 3-32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 44, 53, 54, 55
Allmond, William T.; 1-28
Alvis, G.; 3-7, 8

Anderson, Audly; 2-12
Anderson, Church; 2-4
Anderson, David D.; 1-5, 6
Anderson George; 3-44
Anderson, John B.; 2-36
Anderson, Joseph; 1-37, 38
Anderson, M.D.; 1-12

Anderson, Mat; 2-36

Anderson, Nath’l; 2-36
Anderson, Nathaniel; 3-41
Anderson, Pierce B.; 1-7, 8, 9, 10
Anderson, Robert M.; 4-2
Anderson, Samuel R.; 2-1, 2, 4; 6-31, 34, 35
Anderson, T.; 1-19, 20
Anderson, William; 2-35, 36
Anderson, William W.; 1-5



Andrews, James; 1-29

Andrews, James; 3-31

Anthony, Jos. M.; 2-2

Apperson, E.M.; 1-32; 3-60, 61
Appleberry, A. W.; 2-24, 25

Armour, William; 3-32, 33, 34, 35, 36
Armstrong, Clinton; 2-7, 8
Armstrong, Jas. R.; 2-8, 9, 10, 12
Armstrong, Martin T.; 1-32

Arnold, E.J.; 3-9

Arnold, Hayes; 2-31, 32, 33

Askew, Benjamin; 2-28

Atkinson, Nat; 2-24, 25, 26

Babb, Green B.; 3-7

Bailey, J.E.; 1-9, 20

Baker, Alex; 3-2

Baker, Bartholomew; 3-3

Baker, Gray B.; 3-3

Baker, Samuel; 3-2, 3, 4

Baker, ZW.; 2-1

Baldwin, Henry (Jr.); 3-22

Ball, John H.; 2-24, 26, 27

Ballew, A.J.; 1-10

Ballew, David W.; 1-11, 12

Ballew, William H.; 1-7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 31
Bank of America; 4-14

Bank of America at Clarksville; 1-2; 4-14
Bank of America--Rogersville; 4-14
Bank of Athens; 4-15

Bank of Augusta Georgia; 8-21

Bank of Chattanooga; 4-16, 17, 18, 19
Bank of Claiborne; 4-20

Bank of Commerce; 1-3

Bank of Dandridge; 4-21, 22

Bank of East Tennessee; 1-4; 8-20
Bank of Jefferson; 4-23

Bank of Knoxville; 4-25, 26, 27, 28
Bank of Memphis; 4-29, 30, 31

Bank of Middle Tennessee; 4-32, 33, 34, 35
Bank of Nashville; 4-36, 37

Bank of Paris; 4-38

Bank of Tennessee; 8-19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 35, 36



Bank of Tennessee at Athens; 1-5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12; 4-39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46,
47, 48; 8-24, 34
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